CONSIDERATION'S ON THE

Besides the per centage here noticed, they
were to direct their attention to the sup^
pression of the practice among the agents^
of lending out money in advance, and then

demanding,

short distance from the village of the manufacturer. Nq
great loss of time could therefore be occasioned by their
repairing in person (as here suggested) to the markets.
The existence of intermediate agency is the bane of In-
dian trade. It is universal, extending its influence not
only over the public markets, but over the retail trade ;
and the purchases made in private families; the person
who pays your servants, and, even where you pay them
yourself, the man most in your favour, receives a small
portion from the wages of each. If a sircar is kept in
die house, lie has his fees from the tradesmen who fai>
nish the necessary articles of food, apparel, &c. Where
there is no sircar, the favourite servant receives this al-
lowance. In all purchases from the bazars, or from na-
tive shop-keepers, the per centage allowed to your ser-
vant openly is two pice* or about a penny in the rupee or
half-crown. But this charge is modest, compared to the
commission which a competition of tradesmen will -en-
.sure to your servants, where many are anxious for your
i. This shameful practice affects the buyer